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“A Hunger for Recovery”
. Pastor Wayne Stark

They've been attending First Indian Church for some time now and showing a deepening spiritual
hunger. They have stopped by for counseling on several occasions and expressed a deep
desire to get out of their old lifestyle and to serve God. On more than one occasion she has
Jsobbed as she shared what she is involved in and how much she wants to change. (I will refer to
this couple as David and Sarah, to protect their anonymity.)

At the present time David and Sarah are homeless, sleeping in a camp not far from the church.
Their shelter is provided by some boards propped against an abandoned building. They are both
addicted to crack cocaine and she also struggles with addiction to alcohol. They have come to
support their addictions by him serving as the pimp and her the prostitute. Things weren’t always
this bad. They have been together for 2 1/2 years. At one point they had a three bedroom, two
bath house. He was working and things were going pretty well. They have changed locations
several times, moving from state to state. Eventually they ended up near First Indian Church.

David and Sarah both seem to be quite intelligent. Sarah has twins someplace, a boy and a girl.
They are about nine years old, and beautiful children. Sarah carries their plctures with her all the
time.

On a recent Thursday evening David came to me and expressed a desire to get into our recovery
program. | told him he would need to go to TRC first to become detoxed. He said he wanted a
couple of days to think it over and to make sure this is what he wants to do. On Sunday, he
came back to me and said he was ready. | took him to TRC. On that Sunday evening Sarah
came to me sobblng and said that she wanted to go to TRC

Yesterday, David and Sarah came to me and said they had found a program they can both be
accepted in. They said they want to keep coming back to First Indian Church. Sarah asked me
the question she has asked several times before, “When are you going to open up a women'’s
recovery house?” She expressed that she would very much, after she has experienced recovery,
desire to be a part of our ministry and help others.

Love Link Ministries presently operates three recovery houses for men. We have discussed
many times the need to have recovery houses for women. There is a great need for such
programs and especially programs for women with children. Pray for us about the future

‘| endeavors of Love Link Ministries. And pray with us for David and Sarah. :

Pray not only for ‘David’ and ‘Sarah’ in this story but all the
‘Davids’ and ‘Sarahs’ that we see everyday!

Love Link Ministries, Inc. PO Box 2023, Oklahoma City, OK 73101 e-mail: LLMin@prodigy.net
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BE A STAR

You, your business, your civic
club, your church, your Sunday
School class, or your family -
anyone can be a ‘star’.

Pick a month, any month to
collect one item for that month to
help us in our food pantry.
Contact Marilyn at 405-239-6219
or e-mail LLMin@prodigy.net
You CAN be a star!
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“Food Pantry Needs

Canned Goods (approx. 15 0z.)
Corn
Green Beans
Peas
Carrots
Fruit
Tomato sauce

Dry Goods
Spaghetti (32 oz pkgs)
Macaroni (1 Ib pkgs)

" Rice (2 Ib pkgs)
Pinto Beans (2 Ib pkgs)
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Make plans now to include Love
Link Ministries in your
Thanksgiving and Christmas plans!

; . . Special Prayer Requests
Love Link Ministries, Inc Praise: We have several work 'n” witness teams
Board Members 2005 | coming this summer. Pray that each individual
X . will not only be used by God in their time here
Dr. Howarfi Culb.ertson -_Chalrman but that God will also speak to them and change
Larry Jeffries - Vice-Chairman lthem in the process. Pray also for their
Gretchen Martin - Secretary | protection coming and going as well as while
Bob Martin - Treasurer they are here. Praise: We continue to serve
more and more people in every aspect of the
Lorna Greenback ministry; Pray for resources to meet the needs,
Dr. Terry Hall Pray for mentors and volunteers to help
Bill Hane A : throughout the ministry. Pray for wisdom in
Sally Munson planning for future programs and development
Bob Rogers of present programs. Praise: Many of our men
o ' are growing in their relationship with the Lord;
Eric Sanderson Pray that they will continue to grow and become
Gary Seaton mentors to those around them.
Adrianne Showalter Pray that those who do not believe
Jim Upton will come to know Jesus Christ as
Les Wright Fhe_w personal Savior. Prailse: Gpd
is in control; Pray for His special

Rev. Wayne Stark - Ex-officio blessing on this ministry this year.

It cost about $3.00 per year to produce and send this newsletter to each recipient.
Would you consider covering that cost for yourself and maybe even for someone else?
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\ Minute with Marilyn \

I just attended the Northwest Oklahoma District Assembly. It seemed like every speaker,
K every presentation, all the emphasis was on reaching a lost and dying world for Jesus. |
had already been thinking along these lines and God has continued to speak to me about
;. this. What would it cost for you (or me) to reaily make a difference in someone’s life? Can c
you love someone that may not love you in return? Can you do what's right regardless of
- how it is received? | have the opportunity to work in ministry all the time. | see hurting peo- \
ple. | see people who need the Lord. But to make a difference in someone’s life, | have to
‘% answer the above questions, plus a few others. | have to be willing to commit some time .
and energy in someone else. | have to be willing to go and do whatever God asks me to go
\ and do. | want to do just that. | want God to use me - not only to help feed the hungry \
through this ministry but to help feed the spiritual hunger that | encounter on a one to one
_basis. | challenge you to ask God to bring one person into your life that you can help bring
-to Him_ Just.one. Trust me - it may be all you can handle. Eray,behewngTsmcel'elydesm*v
ing to reach one person for the Lord. See what happens! But be ready to respond, in faith,
R believing that He can and will not only make a difference in someone else’s life but also in \
yours. As you reach out to others, God has a way of reaching into you. He has a way of
\ speaking and showing you His great love for you. At first you may think it's about reaching \
someone else but | believe He uses everything to reach into our lives and make us more
% like Him - when we let Him. Ask Him to use you to reach someone. Trust Him to not only \
~ help someone through you but help you through them. He commands us to ‘go . . . and
k make disciples’. Discipling takes time. Are you willing? \
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Resale Link ll The utilities for the recovery houses were

500 South Western il  $708 this month. Would you consider
Open: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. | helping cover this cost n):e xt month?

and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. . s .
Food donations (as well as donations for the thrift Send your donation mgrked utilities. |" will
store, craft store, etc.) may be brought to this loca- be greatly appreciated. Thanks!

tion during these hours. Resale Link is open to the

public; drop in and visit or shop with us sometime! ||| o < & ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ 4 & ﬂ & @
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712 SW 5th g? Update on Patrick Beery ﬁ

hank you for your continued prays and

Open: Monday through Saturflay 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. #/ letters of encouragement. Patrick is
.(May be.seen by appointment als_o ) "W finished with his radiation treatments. He
Natlve.Amencan Arts and Crgfts on display, is continuing his chemo for a while longer. ﬁ
available for purchase. Artists at work. ¥ His voice is returning. He may be able to
Food Pantry return to work in two to three weeks. The .
500 S. Western o tumor is not completely gone but is much
Tuesday and Friday , ﬁ smaller. - ﬁ
11:15a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Please pray for his complete healing. Pray
Services and Meals _ for him to continue to grow stronger. Pray —
First Indian Church v for his faith to remain unshaken. He has
SW 6th and Lee = . truly been a blessing and a witness of ﬁ

Thursday 11:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 4 God’s faithfulness through all of this. ,
Sunday 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ



Food Pantry STATS “We have people who would love to
: come and share in your local

March 2005 April 2005 church or at your local business
' meeting. Faith Promise Emphasis,
483 families served | | - 508 families served || Compassionate Ministry Emphasis,
106 new familles 113 new families || whatever. Please call us to set up a
time! 405-239-6219

We May Be Moving!

We have long been asking for your prayers about relocating. With the re-routing of 1-40 to the
south of us our current office/warehouse building will be at the end of the first exit into the
downtown area. It will be very busy with city traffic and not too ideal for our poor, homeless and
elderly clients. We want to relocate before all of this happens. Also, we have just completely
outgrown our current buildings. We have been looking for a building that could not only accom-

modate our current ministries but also allow for growth and development of new ministries. We
hink we may have found that building. Will you please pray with us that if this is indeed the right

building that all the pieces will come together under God'’s direction, quickly and efficiently.
Also, please pray about what the Lord would have you do to help us accomplish all that He has
planned. He may ask you for a time commitment, a financial commitment, a prayer commitment
or all of the above. Thank you for praying with us and supporting us in this huge undertakmg It
is all about Him and not about us at all! it is exciting to be in His hands!

Straight ahead . . .
A word from the Board

~ The story of Moses and Jethro is found in Exodus 18. As the leader of the Israelites, Moses
heard complaints and settled disputes. People stood in line all day long to receive help. Jethro
saw how much time it was taking. ‘

"It's not right!" his father-in-law exclaimed. "You're going to wear yourself out...this job is too
heavy a burden for you to try to handle all by yourself... Choose men to be responsible to serve
- the people. ..that way it will be easier for you because you will share the burden with them.”

The same principal is true for Pastor Wayne and the ministries at Love Link. We need each
other in order to show God'’s love to those around us. There are ladies who help with the
monthly newsletter mailings. Churches bring meals once a month. The men in the recovery
program help in the food pantry and resale store. :

There are many opportunities for you to get involved. You could donate food and other items,
volunteer your time and talents, contribute financially, make and/or serve a meal, and everyone
can pray for Love Link Ministries.

Thank you for using your abilities and resources to shére the load and share the Lord!

Gretchen Martin,
Board Member, Love Link Ministries, Inc.




