






















Family photos remind us. They remind us of 
hairdos that probably should never come back. 
They remind us of styles that weren't so 
flattering. They remind us of faces that used to 
smile and laugh together. Or how small we 
were. 

Is it possible, that family photos also serve to 
remind us of where we are going? 

Rev. Shane Rackley rOOI, pastor of the Church 
of the Nazarene in Kingfisher, Oklahoma, 
seems to think so. He has pictures of his four 
daughters at about every age in his hallway. 
Pictures of his wife, Ellen 1'98), early in their 
marriage. Pictures of himself and his parents. 
Pictures in his office. Little marks of time. 
Frozen moments in frames and monuments. 

"My wife says I'm too sentimental," as he 
laughs a big heany laugh. 

Those sentimental memories come quickly 
when he Slam talking about his years as a 

student at SNU. He was called to ministry 
shonly after his conversion to Christ in the 
midst of an eight-year educational journey. 

"I've taken classes at a various schools trying 
for different types of degrees. I jokingly, but at 
the same time very seriously, say that I was a 
full-time student for eight years." 

For the lasl three and ha lf years of his 
education, he found what he could only 
describe as~ "different atmosphere" than the 
other schools he attended. 

"The places I haa been before were either 
extension campuses ota large state university 
or something of that sort. And I wasn' 
anything more than a number. The professors 
had full -time jobs and they taught in the 
evening. It was very obvious that they were 
just there to do a job, to draw a check ... but 
when I wcs at SNU there was a real strong 
sense that the professors not only cared about 
me, but were invested in my success." 



I • 
"It became very clear to me that my P;::r.:f~: 
were fu!fil ling God's call on their life by i 
their lives in my life. When people do 
changes the whole dynamic of the educat;'" 
receive. " 

This dynamic made an impact. An impact worth 
passing down. And now, every year Pastor Shane 
and his wife, Ellen, walk around the campus of 
SNU with their girls, and tell them stories about 
their years at SNU. Pastor Shane tells Anna and 
Alice about the time he helped blild Centennial 
Plaza when he worked for grounds crew. He talks 
with Molly as they walk by the dorms where 
mom lived. AVd he'll take Mattie th[ough the 
religion building where he spent many ours and 
days. All of this, to try to give them a sense of 
the good times they had al SNU. 

"I really see SNU as my school. And it's 
important to me because it's an exte~sion of 
who I am.. and I want my girls to ave a 
connection. want, for them, the ubvious choice 
to be SNU. I want them to tiink, 'Ch yeah. SNU. 
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That's where we've taken pictures every year. 
That's where we go for our legacy walks. That's 
where 'Mee-Ma' (Ellen's mother, Linda Sharp! 
works. That's where Dad went to school. I want 
them to have a famil iarity with the campus. So 
they have that connection that's built in." 

So Pastur Shane takes photos of his daughters on 
the SNUs campus; a tradition he's been continuing 
for years. He does it not 10 simply document his 
girls growing older but document the environment 
in which they grew up. To document the 
community they've been a part of. To develop a 
connection with who they will become and to a 
future. 

" ... so heritage is important...because what I invest 
in my children, for every life that they touch, 
becomes kind of my responsibility." 

Maybe photos aren't about funky hairdos and 
awkwardly fitting jeans. Maybe they're not about 
smiling and saying, "Cheese!" Maybe they're about 
capturing moments of soul to soul connection . 

Connection with c community. Connection with a 
legacy. Connection with God. And for the Rackley girls, 
connection will begin in their photo albums. 
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SNU broke ground on the A.M. Hills Residential Complex in November of 2009. This project represents the single largest 

construction project in the history of SNU, at an estimated cost of $12 million. The projected opening date is January 2011 . 

This new facility will house 290 students and will offer more variety in on-campus housing. 

For more information about the pro/Bel and to View {he LIVE construction webcam VISI! www.sflu.edu/newresha/J 
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